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Enid Lynn
Libros Para Pueblos President

Letter from the President

LPP completes 2018 with a series of successful and 
rewarding accomplishments and experiences having 
fulfilled all of the goals in its annual strategic plan.  
Beginning with the 20th anniversary celebration in 
February that honored Sandra and Alejandro Rojas 
Mota Velasco along with many of the others who 
brought the organization to this milestone, the 
organization concludes the year with plans for new 
and exciting initiatives to inspire reading throughout 
the State of Oaxaca.

The addition of four new libraries and expanding into 
further reaches of the state were very visible highlights 
of the year.   Less visible, but yet as important, have 
been the Staff’s evaluation and review  of systems, 
methodologies, policies and procedures and their 
creation of new standards and practices so that libraries 
selected to join the LPP network must demonstrate 
their potential for a successful and committed future.  

Through the efforts of Staff and Regional Coordinators 
libraries are serving their communities more effectively 
against measurable standards.  LPP has come a long 
way since I began with the organization some 16 
years ago when, with the challenge of distances, we 
were thrilled to learn that a library was open and 
functioning.

All that continues to be accomplished is due in 
great part to the dedication and talent of our three 

person staff and the support of donors and especially 
sponsors whose five year commitment allows the 
organization to guarantee continued support for 
each of the libraries.  A special thank you to Kathryn 
Bertelli whose leadership gifts have in great part been 
responsible for the existence of LPP’s office at the OLL, 
the first permanent home, and honor the contributions 
of Founders Jim Breedlove and Tom Dunham and First 
President, Janet Stanley.
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Executive Director’s Message

José Luis Zárate
Libros Para Pueblos Executive Director

2018 has been a year of  important transitions 
in LPP.  We have worked hard to strengthen our 
work procedures with the purpose of improving 
our organizational efficiency. As of now, most of 
our procedures have been reviewed and the new 
changes incorporated. These changes have not only 
allowed us to save time and financial resources, they 
have increased the impact of our work. To give a 
prime example, we now have a better process for the 
incorporation of new libraries. By including a library 
eligibility criterion that both calls for and promotes 
greater participation of community members, we are 
now able to ensure that we have more “allies on the 
ground” who are able to directly contribute to the 
sustainability of the library in their own community.  
 
As each year of work lays the foundation for the next 
one, 2018 has been a year of preparation for the 
years to come. We have invested time in studying 
each of the libraries. Oaxaca is a particularly diverse 
and complex state in Mexico with enormous cultural, 
political and social diversity. Each of the six of eight 
regions of Oaxaca in which Libros para Pueblos has a 
presence has its unique set of conditions, contexts and 
variables.  It has been a laborious task to choose an 
adequate set of research indicators that could apply 
to all the libraries.  However, we have found a way. In 
order to take into account the rich variability among 

the libraries, we have implemented a new work tool 
that we call “library ranking”. This tool is based on an 
online digital platform that allows us to observe the 
individual performance of each library. We can now 
identify each library’s unique areas of strength as well 
as weakness.  As a consequence, we are now better 
able to invest our efforts in the needs and priorities of 
each specific library. 
 
2018 has also been a year of specialized training 
for our work team, the Regional Coordinators, who 
are our most important organizational asset. An 
incredible team of ten men and women, the Regional 
Coordinators are currently conducting interviews 
with the library managers and a sample of library 
users from each of their respective regions.  Thanks 
to this amazing group of people it is possible for LPP 
to provide follow-up to the 74 libraries in the state of 
Oaxaca, visiting each of them at least twice a year.  It 
is noteworthy that some of these libraries are located 
almost 8 hours from the city of Oaxaca, in remote and 
difficult to access areas of the state.  

This year the Regional Coordinators have invested 
50 hours of training and work in the preparation of 
a powerful new tool which we will begin to use in 
2019.  We are calling this tool  “Rutas Literarias (Literary 
Routes)”.  
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This new tool will be the spearhead of the coming 
years.  With the launching of the first of the three stages 
of the Ruta Literarias project in Feb. 2019, LPP will be in 
a position of enormous capacity to fulfill its mission to 
promote reading. 
 
Finally, I want to thank all our sponsors: the steady 
regulars who contribute the funds for books and the 
training needed year after year, and to those others, 
who decide to invest in LPP´s innovation, supporting 
special and strategic projects that we have designed to 
prepare for the future.  Thank you very much for your 
generosity. Your investment buys the astonishment 
of hundreds of Oaxacan children who dream, travel 
though their imagination and ultimately take actions 
in their lives when they read the books that LPP has 
chosen for them. I invite you to continue collaborating 
with this extraordinary organization, to approach us 
and take an interest in our work. From my part, I tell you 
that you are always invited to come to our office, drink 
a cup of coffee with us, and plan the future together.
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Libros Para Pueblos has worked since 1998 promoting reading in the state of Oaxaca through the creation of 
libraries and reading spaces for children and youth. Each year we deliver thousands of new books and train 
librarians on how to promote reading. We currently work with 74 rural and urban libraries in Oaxaca, and have a 
network of ten passionate promotors of reading who serve as Regional Coordinators, responsible for providing 
direct support and inspiration to librarians. 

Libros Para Pueblos

Libros Para Pueblos works in partnership 
with communities in Oaxaca, Mexico to 
establish libraries for children, to provide 
free access to books and technology, and to 
promote reading for pleasure and discovery.

“Lives inspired through reading”
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Mixteca Sierra Norte

Cañada Istmo

Papaloapan Sierra Sur

Valles Centrales Costa

74 Libraries supported in 2018

Regions where we work in Oaxaca State

25 17
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Community Libraries
School Libraries

Municipal Libraries

For more specific information about Libros Para Pueblos libraries, please click HERE   

NGO’s Libraries4

2 Special Libraries

Library locations

Library classifications

http://librosparapueblos.org/en/our-libraries-and-their-sponsors/
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Who we are

BOARD MEMBERS  

Enid Lynn Rosenthal  
Rafael Lumbreras 
Bill Stone 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

President  
Enid Lynn Rosenthal 
Treasurer  
Pat Leone 
Secretary 
Sharon Calahan 
Program Advisors 
Don Northey 
Michael Bronn 
Elizabeth Templeton

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND 
PERMANENT VOLUNTEERS 

Kay Burch - Development 
John Dumser - Finance 
Siobhan Grogan - Tours 
Doug Harmon - Friends of Libros Para Pueblos
Tinka Raymond - Coast Liaison 
Mary Stecher - Development 
Elizabeth Templeton - Development 
Michael Bronn - Development

STAFF   

Executive Director  
José Luis Zárate García 
Program Coordinator  
Marco Tulio Jiménez Arellanes
Administrative Responsible 
Daniela Cruz Cruz

REGIONAL COORDINATORS  

Mixtec Region  
Gamaliel Esquivel Flores 
Cristiam Omar Santos 
Karina Orozco Garcia 
Teresa de Jesús Hernández Ortíz 
Central Valley Region 
Guadalupe Santiago Hernández
José Eleazar López Castillejos 
José Ramirez Mora 
Ramiro Flores Ambrocio
Coastal Region 
Graciela Ivette Cruz Alavez
South Sierra Region  
Jaime Hermes López Ramírez 
North Sierra Region
Marco Tulio Jiménez Arellanes
Cañada Region
Marco Tulio Jiménez Arellanes
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LPP had healthy finances in 2018 thanks to a diversified 
donor base. 

The strategic planning of our organization allows us 
to make a very efficient use of resources, in addition to 
cultivating relationships with new donors interested 
in reading promotion.

Financial Report*
Income

Expenses

Individual Donations

Foundations

Other

Programs

Salaries

Operation

More than 70% of the expenses were used entirely 
in the acquisition of the book collections that are 
distributed in the LPP library network, as well as in 
the training and experience exchange program. This 
year a significant percentage of the funds destined for 
operation and salaries was used for monitoring and 
evaluation of the LPP programs.

TOTAL: $1,876,090

TOTAL: $1,709,302

* All amounts are expressed in Mexican pesos

$1,446,640

$197,581

$231,869

Individual Donations

Foundations

Other

$834,573

$316,077

$447,003

Books

Programs

Salaries

$111,649Operation
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Our Impact in 2018

• One annual conference held with: 4 training 
workshops & 115 people trained

• 74 libraries received books 
• 4 new libraries inaugurated
• 9,088 books donated
• 50 hours of training for 13 people (10 regional 

coordinators and 3 staff members)
• 8 tours were conducted
• Library partners lent 174,044 books and had 

199,368 visits
• A benchmark study was conducted 

Achievements
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The Oaxaca FilmFest
As every year, the Oaxaca Filmfest organized the 
“Noche de Fundaciones” festival.  This festival includes 
ten movie screenings. All revenues from the ticket 
sales for these films go to support ten local non-
profit organizations that promote culture, education 
and an improved quality of life in the state of Oaxaca.  
As every year, LPP, being one of the ten local non-
profit organizations that benefits from the Filmfest, 
continued its tradition of hosting the first night of 
“Noche de Fundaciones.” 

In 2018 LPP initiated collaboration with Libros Para 
Mexico, a German non-profit organization, who 
provided  funds to inaugurate three new libraries. 
With these funds, LPP was able to purchase and 
provide 1,188 books to these libraries. For more 
information about Libros Para Mexico, please visit 
www.librosparamexico.org        

Libros Para Mexico

This year, with the sponsorship of twelve generous people, it was possible to diversify the audience in an 
important way.  More than 130 Oaxacan and non-Mexican supporters and friends of LPP filled the theater 
for the premier screening of the Mexican comedy, “Ni Tú, Ni Yo.” Complimentary tickets were distributed to 
dozens of Oaxacan teachers and students, members of local non-profits, LPP’s regional coordinators, and many 
friends. In doing this, it was possible to celebrate together, laugh together, and share touching moments of the 
film – human feelings that know no borders and are the essence of our collaborative work. The script writers, 
directors, and stars Mauricio Argüelles and César Rodriguez were present and graciously answered questions 
after the screening. 
 
LPP wants to give special thanks to Ramiz Adeeb Azar CEO of the Oaxaca Film Fest.
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Twenty years ago, two US expats residing in Oaxaca 
donated a small quantity of books to a local primary 
school. That initial step has blossomed into a network 
of 73 libraries throughout the State of Oaxaca and 
one mobile library in downtown Oaxaca.

In celebration of this milestone, LPP hosted an 
anniversary party in February 9, 2018 on the terrace 
of the Oaxaca Lending Library with the attendance of 
more than 120 sponsors, supporters, volunteers, and 
staff. Food was provided by Oaxacan chef Juan Carlos 
and music for dancing by the popular Cheap Seats 
band. Honorary chairs were Alejandro and Sandra 
Rojas Mota Velasco, who provided generous support 
to open new libraries and enable special projects 
for nearly 10 years. The evening included readings 
by two children from the Oaxaca mobile library, the 
presentation of LPP’s Regional Coordinators, and 
reports by Jose Luis Zárate, Executive Director, and 
Marco Jiménez, Program Coordinator. Thanks to all 
who organized and attended this happy event. 

LPP’s 20th Anniversary 
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In the middle of 2018, LPP decided to end its collaboration with the men´s prison in Ixcotel, Oaxaca and begin 
to work with the women´s prison in TANIVET, in which approximately 10 chidren stay with the mothers during 
their prison term. The library in the women´s prison contained old books in poor condition. LPP donated 220 new 
books, including titles for the children and the mothers. The books for adults were selected  based on themes of 
personal development and life skills.

In 2017 LPP conducted a baseline project to gather 
quantitative and qualitative information on the 
functioning of the libraries. Based on an analysis of 
that data in 2018, LPP contracted with a nonprofit 
organization in Oaxaca to provide 50 hours of training 
on reading promotion strategies and techniques. 
Participants in the workshops included the three-
person LPP staff and ten regional coordinators. The 
major outcome of the training was the Ruta Literaria 
project, which consists of detailed guidelines and 
materials for in-library reading promotion activities. 
This project is the central focus for all training programs 
of library managers in 2019.

New collaborations

Certificate program for Regional Coordinators
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Starting in 2018 LPP implemented a new tool called Ranking of Libraries, which takes the results of four 
categories of impact indicators and displays graphically the conditions of current performance of each library 
in comparison to other libraries in the LPP network. The ranking is also based on the library´s compliance with 
the standards and requirements in its agreement with LPP.

We are pleased to report that 90% of the libraries achieved a score of at least 75%, with only one library falling 
below 50%. The tool allows us to focus our energies on those libraries that face bigger challenges and to be 
more efficient and effective.

Testimonials
“I am now a sponsor of the library in Santiago Tillo! It has been a wonderful 
experience. Spending time with the children and the librarian at the library 
was such a heartwarming day. I was able to see their happiness at receiving 
new board games and showing me how to play chess. I smiled all the way 
back to Oaxaca and can hardly wait for my next year’s visit.   
My donation and sponsorship through Libros Para Pueblos has been a true 
life changer. For the first time in a long time, I feel like I am truly giving back 
for the life I was blessed with”.

Dora Hartnett
Co-sponsor of the library in Santiago Tillo, Nochixtlán.

Ranking of libraries
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“For the last three years I have helped unpack and repack the beautiful books 
LPP has purchased for their village libraries.  The beauty and quality of the 
books is outstanding, and working with the teams of volunteers is fun and 
gratifying.  I have visited two village libraries and what stands out is that the 
desire of the children to proudly show off their reading skills to us overcomes 
their natural shyness.  I wish everyone could experience this”.

Marcia Reddy
Attendee of LPP library tours and volunteer for book sorting

“I arrived to Ayutla in 2010 as part of a community organization that offered 
stimulation and reading workshops for children, but we had many problems 
because we did not have enough books. In 2013 I met LPP thanks to Beatriz 
Sánchez (1953-2017), who was Regional Coordinator of LPP and helped us 
make the connection. From that moment we could have quality books to 
work with the children.
During these years I have been able to see children who were babies and 
participated in the workshops grow up. Now they study in elementary school 
and they love to read; unlike other children who have not participated in the 
library before, these children now have a habit and feel responsibility for the 
books: read them, respect them, take care of them and above all, they always 
come back to return the books to the library”.

Yanina Vázquez Valdés
Administrator of the library in San Pedro and San Pablo Ayutla

“I am the director of a high school where there has been an LPP library since 
2009. This has been like a laboratory for me, to experiment with different 
ways of approaching reading to the students of my school and the children 
of the community. My students have now joined my cause and they share 
readings aloud for the youngest children. I am a dreamer and I would like to 
see many children read books and one day become writers”.

José Eleazar López Castillejos
Regional Coordinator of LPP and in charge of the library in San Pedro el 
Alto, Zimatlán

“I think the greatest benefit of having LPP support in this library is that it 
allows children to access the books and take them home. Unfortunately, 
the books are very expensive and the parents of these children could hardly 
afford to buy them. In the library there are short stories and different types of 
stories that are not found in school textbooks”.

Lucía Castellanos Velázquez
Administrator of the library “Risas del Sol”, La Punta Zicatela, Puerto 
Escondido.
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Thanks

Thanks to the following organizations, institutions and individuals for their collaboration in 2018:

•  CANFRO
•  Friends of Libros Para Pueblos
•  Oaxaca Film Festival
•  Oaxaca Lending Library
•  Oaxaca Lending Library Foundation
•  Colegio Pedro de Córdoba
•  CLEAC
•  Libros Para Mexico 
•  Sandra Thomson

Many thanks to the book distributors who support us through providing book discounts:

Contributors
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We  thank  sponsors  for  their  multi-year  commitments  that sustain, expand and support LPP’s Oaxacan 
network of libraries:

Library sponsors 2018

Robert Adler and Jo Ann Wexler*
Christina Danielle Allen
Geri Anderson*
Fred and Jane Andresen
Bob and Joan Anyon*
Lucy Atkin and Michale Conroy
Dra. Tzatzil Ayala
Davis Bakhurst and Christine 
 Sypnowich
Barry Barkow
Virginia Bartley
Deborah Baskin
Ken Baun and Efral Livny
Barbara and Jonathan Beckwith
Elizabeth Bell
Dottie Bellinger and Pat Leone
Marianne Benforado and David 
 Lawrence
Carol Beron
Kathryn Bertelli*
Julie Boyles*
Breedlove Family
Karen Brennan
Helen Bronk
Mike Bronn*
L. David Brown and Jane Covey
Nina Brown
Laura Brooks
Kay Burch*
John Burch and Carl Owens*
Sharon Callahan and Antonio 
 Villalobos
Chrysanne Chotas
Paul Cohen and Lila Downs
Frank and Susan Colannino
Bud Combs
Carolyn Corcoran
Bert Cornick and Helen Honse
Dra. Bricia Cruz Matus
Virginia Darvill
Edward A. De Avila
Maureen de West
Richard Dean

Johanna Delahunty
Jevne Diaz and Peter French
Peter Dollard and Merle Westbrook
Joanne Donovan
Louis Eby
Fidalgo Island Rotary
Charles and Elizabeth Foster
Maria Christina Franke
Bryan Fritz and Elizabeth 
 Templeton*
Galindo Laboratorios
Elaine Garrett
Suzanne Giovannoni and Stan 
 Sales
Sally Godard and Ron Olisar
Deborah Goldfried
Bernie Goldray
Alan Goodman and Kathy 
 Mazzetti*
Leslie Gray and Hunter Moorman
Darcy and Robert Gregory
Siobhan Grogan
Barbara Groves
Josefina Hamilton
Doug and Joan Harmon*
Dora Hartnett*
David Haskin and Mary Michal
John and Patricia Hemann
Diane and William Hiatt
John Hixon and Janet Hobbs
Elisa and Robert Hufnagel*
Mark and Nancy Jacobs
Trintje Jansen
José Jarquín
Patricia Johnson
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn*
Judith Gosnell Kempe
Carroll Klein
Mary Jo Kirschman
Karen Kramer
Richard Krohn and Anne Walker
Hans and Linda Landig
Ian and Jo-Ann Lange

Francine LaPorte
Julie and Steve Landau
Lance and Linda Lavine
Laurie Lewis
Larry Loeb and Family
Joanne Long
Theo Mace and Lorna Stone
John and Laura Marshall
Dr. Pedro Maawad
Carolyn and Peter Martin
Cecilia Martínez Leal
Peter McCallion
Joseph McDonald
Bobbi Megard
Richard Michaels and Tracy Roach
Allison Mitchell and Andrew Upton
Ann and Heather Mitchell
Laurie Mokriski
Jan Moreno
Evelyn Mosby-Lundberg
Martha Moses
Susan and Thomas Mounkhall
Cait Murphy
Don Northey*
Edmundo Nuñez
Oaxaca Film Festival
Dra. Martha Ortega
Bob Palmer
Rosy Pellarin
Grace Peters
Sue Petersen
Ellen, Mackenzie and Taylor Phillips
Jaye and Walter Phillips
Mary and William Phillips
Ed Pomeroy
John Prescott and Judy Wise
Michael Prince
Bill Pumphrey
Donna Radtke
Mary Rankin
Madeleine Raymond
Jane Robison*
Gilda Roncari
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Donors 2018

* Sponsors who have donated to other LPP projects

Paula Rosen
Michael Rouse
Ronit Sanders
Imelda Schaefer
Barry and Jacquelyn Scheinberg*
Ralph and Sally Sell
Mary Stecher*
Marcia Stone
William Stone
Dr. Luciano Tenorio
Genevieve Tietjen
Carol Turkenik and Ron Waterbury
Katharine Van Buskirk

Liduina Van Ness
Maxine Van Slyke
Mary Kay Vaughn
Judith Vollmer
Lissa Waite
Marilyn Waterman
Francie Weeks
David and Theresa Weir
Janet and Michael Wheatcroft
Lynda Wilde*
Gordon Wing and Janice Zeppa
Lenore and Michael Wolf
Karen Wuebbens

Anne Adolphson
Sheila Armour-Godbolt
Pam Bixter
Linda Boback
David Brown and Carol Ringold
Karen Carter
Diana Chojczak
Diane Churchill
Joanne Davis
Delta Kappa Gamma Society
Robert Derr and John Dumser
Sheila du Toit
Susan Ellenbogen
Carolyn Fellman
Judith Glosten-Getz
Sondra Gunn
Sabina Harpe

Marguerite and Nicholas Harris
Henderson County Reads
Fay Henderson Díaz and Jesus 
Heliodor Diaz Cisneros
International Spiritual Guidance 
Community
Raymond James
Verne Jones and Marianne 
Schwaler
Betsy Kanalley
Sharon Kaplan
Judith Kaufman and Steve Kemper
Bob Kotz and Ruth Margolis
D’Arcy Martin
Timothy Matheson
Dan and Julie Matzke
Eliza Migdal and Michael Popper

David Montangue
Nan Newell
Lynn O’Hare Berkson
Aaron Price
Carolyn Purden
David Raphael
Jan Rooney
Patricia Saull
Bruce Shipman
Teton County School District #1  - 
7th graders
Sara Tracy
Cicely and Marcus Winter

Sponsors of the diplomado course for staff and regional coordinators

Bob and Joan Anyon
Dottie Bellinger and Pat Leone
Kathryn Bertelli
Julie Boyles
Mike Bronn

Kay Burch
John Burch
Bryan Fritz and Elizabeth Templeton
Doug and Joan Harmon
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn

Bob Klotz and Ruth Margolis
Carl Owens
Tinka Raymond
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In memory of Samantha Katz
John Burch and Carl Owens

In memory of Davic C. Rupe
Beryl Milligan

In memory of Chuck Ryan
John Burch and Carl Owens

In memory of Jim Breedlove
Robert Adler and Jo Ann Wexler
Sheila Lanham Alberti
Francisco and Lisa Alderete
Raana Bastani
Susan Benson
John Burch and Carl Owens
Kathleen Caraway
Edward Carter
Barbara Cooper

George and Jane Collier
Defense Language Institute English 
Language Center
Doug and Joan Harmon
Allen H. Hermann
Nelda Peterson Howard
Deborah Jakubs
Carolyn Johnson
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn
Sheila Lanham Alberti
David and Nancy Orr
Howard Post
Elizabeth Renn
Jane Robison
Milt Sanders
Oreen Scott
Barry and Jacquelyn Scheinberg
Peggy Snoey
Kirsten Telemaque

Catherine M. Tierney
Roberto G. Trujillo
Lynda Wilde
Ross Ziegler

In Honor of Ivan Otterness’ 80TH 
Birthday
Bruce Shipman
Hans Stukenbrok

Doug & Joan Harmon
Bob & Elisa Hufnagel
Jerry Kelch & Enid Lynn
Joseph Reid

Ensuring the Future

Thank you to the following individuals who have included LPP in their living and estate plans.

A grateful acknowledgement to Kathryn Bertelli for her gift that will honor founders Jim Breedlove and Tom 
Dunham and 1st President, Janet Stanley on the LPP offices.
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Contacts

info@librosparapueblos.org

www.librosparapueblos.org

044 951 192 9600

Pino Suárez 519, Colonia Centro 
C.P. 68000, Oaxaca de Juárez. 
Oaxaca, México 

Follow us on in our facebook page, stay tuned!

Donations
Donations are tax-deductible in México, USA and Canada.
Donate online through Paypal on our Website, click HERE to donate.

https://www.google.com.mx/maps?q=Pino+Suarez,+519,+Colonia+centro.+C.P.+68000,+Oaxaca+de+Juar%C3%A9z,+M%C3%A9xico&gws_rd=cr&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjyl9fTzL7TAhUI1oMKHRnTAy4Q_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com.mx/maps?q=Pino+Suarez,+519,+Colonia+centro.+C.P.+68000,+Oaxaca+de+Juar%C3%A9z,+M%C3%A9xico&gws_rd=cr&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjyl9fTzL7TAhUI1oMKHRnTAy4Q_AUICCgB
https://www.google.com.mx/maps?q=Pino+Suarez,+519,+Colonia+centro.+C.P.+68000,+Oaxaca+de+Juar%C3%A9z,+M%C3%A9xico&gws_rd=cr&um=1&ie=UTF-8&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjyl9fTzL7TAhUI1oMKHRnTAy4Q_AUICCgB
https://www.librosparapueblos.org
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