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Pat Leone
Libros Para Pueblos Executive Committee

I would like to extend our most sincere gratitude 
to all those individuals associated with Libros Para 
Pueblos, who work to help children experience the 
benefits and wonders of reading.

LPP continues to grow as a sustainable organization 
whose purpose is to distribute children’s books to 
the libraries in our network and to expand programs 
to promote reading. We are able to donate a 
substantial number of books to our libraries and 
are working hard to make sure that the books are 
read. As part of these objectives, we are taking the 
following actions: 

• Instituting a more detailed contract with each 
library in our network

• Providing direct training, support and advice 
to our library collaborators, designed to teach 
them how to promote reading. (Already most of 
our regional coordinators are able to that, based 
on their own experience.)

• Refining the Rutas Literarias program to make 
it easier for the librarians and children to find 
books with similar, universal themes

Libros Para Pueblos owes its existence to the 
vision and commitment of individuals such as Jim 
Breedlove, Janet Stanley, and Tom Dunham. But 
the organization has grown way beyond a few key 
people, and I cannot think of a better way to honor 
the memory of our founders than to attest to its 
enormous growth. LPP is now a solid organization 

supported on the “shoulders” of approximately 200 
generous donors, our three staff members, and 
nine regional coordinators who work as volunteers. 
Without a doubt, our friends Jim, Janet, and Tom 
would be very proud of the way in which LPP has 
grown.

Letter from the President
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I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
the discipline and rigor, both administrative and 
financial, of LPP. During the last three years, the 
executive director of LPP, José Luis Zarate, has 
worked with the staff and Executive Committee to 
establish an administrative structure that ensures 
that our organization operates at the highest 
professional level. These innovative administrative 
practices include, but are not limited to:

• All key administrative practices have been 
mapped and documented.

• Staff members create and follow work plans 
from month to month.

• Every financial transaction is reviewed and 
verified on a monthly basis.

• LPP complies with all requisites on the part of the 
Mexican government for financial information. 

• LPP is in the process of installing a robust donor 
management database system to consolidate 
information about donors, manage information 
about libraries in our network, and to store 
relevant financial reports.

• Staff members have created a system to evaluate 
the performance of libraries in our network. 

• LPP has undertaken an evaluation of how 
technology is used in the sixteen libraries that 
have received tablets.

Finally, it gives us great pleasure to let you know 
that our campaign to attract new sponsors and 
donors in 2019 has been successful. We will 
continue to strengthen our financial sustainability 
as we increase our base of support. 

Sincerely,

Pat Leone
Executive Committee, LPP
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Executive Director’s Message

José Luis Zárate
Libros Para Pueblos Executive Director

2019 was a very exciting year, with new strategies 
for reading promotion having been initiated 
and accepted with great enthusiasm by the 74 
libraries in the LPP network. The development and 
implementation of the Rutas Literarias, the activities 
of Cuentacuentos (Storytelling), and the theater 
programs of Titeres (Puppetry) comprise the principal 
campaigns for 2020, based on our organizational 
strategy.

The donation of thousands of books (8,159 in 2019) 
has had enormous impact, but its full potential cannot 
be realized unless we build on that number, for these 
books constitute the foundation upon which other 
methodological tools can transform the reading 
experience into a greater discovery and foster self-
development and major life changes. 

In 2019 the Rutas Literarias was the starting point 
for our outreach. I would describe it as an imaginary 
journey in which the places to visit are the books 
themselves. Our readers can relate to their universal 
themes. For example, “Las Mascotas” explores the 
importance of caring for pets and the positive effects 
that pets can have on our lives. Drawing from what 
they read, the children have engaged in activities 
such as drawing, painting, crafts, creative writing, 
and debating, as well as participation in campaigns 
promoting the care and vaccination of pets. All 
of these activities serve to expand the children’s 

knowledge of the world and to connect our young 
readers to parallel themes, such as family and 
community.  

With the support of our incredible team of regional 
coordinators, we have been able to visit many more 
libraries in the LPP network, to better assess their 
needs and their successes. We know now that we 
lend more than 4,700 books per week, that our 
target readership is children aged 6 to 12, followed 
by young people around 18 years of age, especially 
women who work in the markets where there are 
mobile libraries. We are pleased with these statistics, 
but know that there is much more work to do if we 
are to succeed.
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This past year we have also enjoyed successes in 
fund-raising, with new donors coming from Canada 
and the United States. We are working hard to 
communicate more often and in greater detail with 
our donors. This involves finding new technology to 
support our outreach efforts, all of which takes time. 
Please let us know if you have not been receiving 
regular communications from us or notices of LPP 
events. We apologize and will do everything possible 
to resolve the issue.   

Finally, the work of the LPP reflects the efforts 
of many dedicated people: sponsors and donors, 
volunteers, committees, Board of Directors, 
foundations, libraries, school and municipal officials, 
regional coordinators, tour participants, and other 
nonprofit organizations. 

Thank you for allowing us to continue extending our 
reach so that more and more young Oaxacans can 
enjoy the lifelong benefits of reading.

Sincerely,

José Luis Zárate  
Executive Director
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We offer resources and early intervention activities for children in marginalized 
communities, as well as community programs for the promotion of reading, whose ultimate 
goal is to develop readers who are avid and passionate about continuous learning, capable 
of positively contributing to society.

Lives inspired through reading

Our dream is for the LPP methodology and 
experience to serve as a model that can 
be culturally and geographically adjusted 
to inspire and guide other organizations 
around the world, with similar goals, to build 
a more educated society.
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Mixteca - 21 Sierra Norte - 4

Cañada - 1 Istmo - 0

Papaloapan - 0 Sierra Sur - 3

Valles Centrales - 36 Costa - 9

74 Libraries received support in 2019

Regions of the state of Oaxaca where 
we work

22 Community
 libraries

16 School
libraries

27 Municipal 
libraries

5 NGO’s
libraries

4 Special 
libraries 

(mobile and women’s prision)

Libraries per region

Library classification
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Who we are

BOARD

Enid Lynn Rosenthal  
Rafael Lumbreras 
Bill Stone 
Bricia Irene Cruz Matus
Don Northey
Pat Leone

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

President and Treasurer
Pat Leone
Secretary 
Elizabeth Templeton
Members
Don Northey 
Michael Bronn 
José Luis Zárate

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Michael Bronn
Kathleen Burch
Elizabeth Templeton
Doug Harmon
Diane Hiatt
Katty Mazzeti
Mary Stecher
José Luis Zárate

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Enid Rosenthal
John Dumser
Pat Leone
José Luis Zárate

STAFF   

Executive Director  
José Luis Zárate García 
Program Coordinator
Marco Tulio Jiménez Arellanes
Administrative Coordinator
Daniela Cruz Cruz

REGIONAL COORDINATORS

Mixteca Region  
Gamaliel Esquivel Flores 
Cristiam Omar Santos 
Karina Orozco Garcia 

Central Valley Region 
Guadalupe Santiago Hernández
José Eleazar López Castillejos 
José Ramirez Mora 
Ramiro Flores Ambrocio

Costal Region 
Graciela Ivette Cruz Alavez

South Sierra Region 
Jaime Hermes López Ramírez 

North Sierra and Cañada Regions
Marco Tulio Jiménez Arellanes
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In 2019, 90% of our income came from individuals 
who donated to LPP via the following organizations, 
according to their country of origin: Oaxaca 
Lending Library Foundation (OLLF), Friends of 
Libros Para Pueblos (FLPP), and Canadian Friends 
of Oaxaca (CANFRO). The remainder consisted of 
contributions from individuals and organizations of 
Mexican nationality—for example, the Oaxaca Film 
Fest.

Most of the donations from sponsors were used 
to buy books; the rest were used for training of 
regional coordinators and library personnel and 
monitoring of the programs in libraries. 

General donations are used to cover necessities 
as they arise, to support strategies to promote 
reading, and to subsidize the annual conference and 
operational expenses.

Finances1

Individual Donations

Programs
In 2019, 77% of donations from most sponsors was 
used to buy books, with the exception of CANFRO, 
which requested that 100% of its donations go to 
the purchase of books. 

A significant amount of our financial resources 
was directed to increasing the quantity and quality 
of the services that LPP provides to the libraries.  
Additionally, we felt it was important to increase 
the number of visits by regional coordinators to 
support network libraries and to measure their 
impact.

TOTAL: $101,329

TOTAL: $100,727

Expenses

Income

1 Financial information is expressed in US dolars

$60,758 

$40,571

$44,228

$49,561 

$6,938

Books

Programs, Monitoring 
and Evaluation

Operation

Sponsorships

General donations
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• Four new libraries were added to the LPP 
network.

• At the end of the year, LPP had a network of 74 
libraries, including:

• 65 operating regularly
• 2 new libraries to replace libraries that 

withdrew from the network
• 3 mobile libraries
• 4 libraries under probational status until 

they resolve challenges and fulfill LPP 
requirements 

• The annual conference held in February 2019 
was well-attended:

• 4 workshops completed
• 130 participants received training

• Network libraries reported an average of 7,958 
visits per week:

• 463 children aged 0-5 years
• 5,469 children aged 6-12 years
• 678 adolescents aged 13-18 years
• 1,348 visitors aged 18+ years

• Libraries loaned an average of 4,730 books per 
week.

• 8,159 new books were acquired and distributed 
to network libraries.

• 10 libraries were toured with a grand total of 85 
participants.

• 3 meetings with regional coordinators were 
held to track progress of libraries.

• 3 visits were conducted at all network libraries 
by regional coordinators with the objective of 
assessing performance and providing procedural 
support.

Achievements

The Successes of 2019
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The annual sponsor gathering of Libros Para Pueblos 
on February 7, 2019 provided an opportunity to 
gratefully acknowledge the tremendous support of 
our sponsors, donors, volunteers, staff, and regional 
coordinators. About seventy people attended the 
festive event, which was held on the terrace of the 
Oaxaca Lending Library.

Bob and Elisa Hufnagel received special recognition 
for their extraordinary personal and financial 
commitment to LPP. Also recognized was the late 
Geri Anderson, who was an active supporter of LPP 
for many years. 

Two of the regional coordinators shared personal 
stories about how they became promoters of 
reading. Sponsors had an opportunity later on to 
speak with the regional coordinator for the library 
that they personally support.

During the formal part of the event, LPP staff 
members  spoke about the successes of 2019, 
including the results of a baseline study that 
generated important data about the libraries, such 
as hours of operation and statistics about readership 
and book circulation—data that reflect the impact 
of LPP’s programs in the target communities.

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of 
a new project, “Rutas Literarias,” a powerful reading 
promotion strategy that grew out of a 50-hour 
training program in 2018 and which involved all staff 
and regional coordinators and was provided by the 
well-respected Oaxaca-based non-profit CLEAC.

The evening concluded with a lively discussion of new 
and creative ways to support LPP while participants 
enjoyed delicious snacks donated by the Executive 
Committee.

Annual Sponsor Gathering 2019
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In 2019 Libros Para Pueblos incorporated four libraries into its library network, the majority of which have 
experience in supporting the most vulnerable child population in Oaxaca. The availability of quality children‘s 
books have been essential in atracting children to participate in their programs. On the other hand, the 
colaboration of Libros Para Pueblos has strengthen the impact of their programs.

For 27 years this non-profit organization, whose 
full name is Centro de Apoyo al Niño de la Calle de 
Oaxaca, A.C., has provided intensive educational 
support for children who work with their parents 
in Abastos Market or on the streets of the historic 
center. 

This organization strives to prepare these children 
for primary school and encourages the parents to 
commit to the goal of moving their children off the 
streets after three years of involvement with the 
program. 

They also provide families with psychological support 
to deal with issues of domestic violence, child abuse, 
and family planning.

New collaboration relationships

CANICA de Oaxaca A.C.

Santiago Matatlán
Known as the “Mezcal Capital of the World,” this 
town supports a municipal library that promotes 
not only reading activities, but also teaches English, 
Spanish, and Zapotec to local children. 

The library is dedicated to the preservation of 
the indigenous language, spoken by 90% of the 
population over 35, but by very few young people. 
The local mezcal industry supports the salary of the 
language teachers.
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Located two blocks south of the zocalo, this is the 
most emblematic market in the historic zone of 
Oaxaca, boasting a history of 62 years. 

Hundreds of vendors—men, women and children!—
work long hours. At the vendors’ request, Libros 
Para Pueblos, along with the non-profit CLEAC 
organization, has opened a “mobile library” inside the 
market so that parents and children can access books 
and open doors to them that might otherwise not be 
available.

This mobile library is supported by the current 
generation of vendors. Just as their parents valued their 
education, the vendors are commited to the education 
of their children. The availability of books helps to make 
this happpen.

Mercado 20 de Noviembre

Santa Catarina Yutandú
The Santa Catarina Yutandú library is located in a 
small community whose main importance is as the 
intersection point of several communities in the 
Mixeca region of Oaxaca. It is located three hours 
from the city. This project is mainly supported by 
two professionals with master’s and Phd degrees 
who were born in that community, and who today, as 
adults and parents, want to support their community 
with a small library. A unique aspect of this library 
is the goal of sustainability, whereby the operating 
costs are covered through the sale of stationery 
materials and services.
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Ranking is the tool we use to measure the performance of the libraries in the LPP network.  The information is 
compiled by the regional coordinators from questionnaires that follow the format known as CAPI (Computer-
Assisted Personal interview). In 2019, three visits with regional coordinators over the course of the year 
generated the information we were seeking. The data gave us an overview of the performance of each library 
and enabled us to rank the libraries according to specific criteria:

• 24% for the condition of the physical space: cleanliness, ventilation, lighting, amount of space and furniture
• 65% for activities offered by the library: fulfillment of responsibilities, control of lending and inventory, 

activities to promote reading, communication, and compliance with deadlines
• 11% for the extent of support from school and municipal authorities for the library’s activities

Certain libraries, by their very nature, need to be evaluated differently. These would include mobile libraries 
and the library in the women’s penitentiary. 

If we compare the rankings of 2019 with those of 2018, it would appear that performance has declined. 
However, we believe that this is not case, but rather is due to our including of additional criteria for 
measurement in order to gain a more “fine-tuned” assessment of library functioning. For this reason, we 
believe that this change is temporary and that our next ranking will show positive development.

Testimonials
“Near where I live, about a block away, there is another library, but I don’t 
like to go there. They have almost no books and they also don’t let me do 
anything, I can’t talk, I can’t play and it’s always empty. Instead I like to 
come to this library because there are many books here, here we play, 
watch movies and learn with books, and I can take them home and read 
them with my parents. Books are important for us because by reading 
we learn new words with the help of our teachers and learn more about 
the world.”

Dylan Alí Luis Martínez
7 years old. User of the library in Miahuatlán de Porfirio Díaz

Library ranking

Libraries
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“It was a wonderful visit, with the assistance of several parents. The 
most beautiful part of the celebration was the reading made by the 
children. Perhaps twelve boys and girls of various ages mustered 
the courage to stand in front of this large group and read. And they 
read wonderfully! There were stories about the sea, the danger, the 
monsters, lovely poems and angels. The children were very proud of 
themselves, and rightly they should have been!

I am very impressed by the operation of the library (Club Chaa Lulu) 
in this small, but charming, bright and organized place. I hope that the 
library can continue to grow and prosper with the dedication of these 
truly generous and unique people.”

Genevieve Tietjen
Sponsor of the library Club Chaa Lulu

“One of my goals in creating this library together with a group of 
women was to give a different vision to the youth of San José, that 
another future is possible. Unfortunately, there are few professional 
and economic opportunities available and many young people prefer 
to stop studying in order to look for work in the forestry industry or 
end up with drug addiction problems. I would like them to discover 
through books that they can aspire to other options. I would also like 
to change the image of the community. Most people know of San José 
only by hallucinogenic mushrooms, but culture also exists here.”

Ariadna Velázquez García 
Administrator of the library in San José del Pacífico, South Sierra 
Region.

“My biggest challenge has been to become a reading mediator, who 
can convey the joy of reading. There are children with whom I have 
been working for 5 or 6 years and I am pleased to note that they are 
becoming autonomous readers. I realize because at the beginning they 
read short books, with illustrations, but now they start reading bigger 
books like “Pedro Páramo” or “Cien Años de Soledad” They look for 
books on their own initiative and according to their own preferences. 
They know the books they have read and can make references to other 
books by the same author or a related topic.

I would like to tell the sponsors of this library that the investment they 
are making in us is worth it.“

Jaime Hérmes López Ramírez
Regional Coordinator and administrator of the library in Miahuatlán 
de Porfirio Diaz, South Sierra Region.
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Thank you to our friends 
Thanks to the following organizations for their collaboration in 2019.

•  CANFRO
•  Friends of Libros Para Pueblos
•  Oaxaca Film Festival
•  Oaxaca Lending Library
•  Oaxaca Lending Library Foundation
•  Colegio Educarte
•  CLEAC

Many thanks to the book distributors who support us through providing book discounts:
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We thank sponsors for their multi-year commitments that sustain, expand and support LPP’s Oaxacan 
network of libraries:

Sponsors 2019

Robert Adler and Jo Ann Wexler
Christina Danielle Allen
Frederick and Jane Andresen
Lucy Atkin and Michale Conroy
Dra. Tzatzil Ayala
David Bakhurst and Christine 
    Sypnowich
Barry and Karen Barkow
Virginia Bartley
Deborah Baskin
Ken Baun and Efral Livny*
Deborah Bayer
Barbara and Jonathan Beckwith
Marianne Benforado and David 
     Lawrence
Carol Beron
Kathryn Bertelli
Breedlove Family
Karen Brennan
Helen Bronk
Laura Brooks
L. David Brown and Jane Covey
Nina Brown
John Burch and Carl Owens*
Karen and Stuart Carter
Chrysanne Chotas
Paul Cohen and Lila Downs
Frank and Susan Colannino
Ann and Tim Collins
Bud Combs
Carolyn Corcoran
Bert Cornick and Helen Honse
Dra. Bricia Cruz Matus
Virginia Darvill
Edward A. De Avila
Maureen de West
Richard Dean
Johanna Delahunty

Elizabeth Dequine
Jevne Diaz and Peter French
Madeline Dietrich
Peter Dollard and Merle 
     Westbrook
Jo Ana Dwyer
Louis Eby
Fidalgo Island Rotary
Leslie Fields
Larry and Lynn Foster
Nanci Fox
Judith Freedman
Bryan Fritz and Elizabeth 
     Templeton*
Galindo Laboratorios
Elaine Garrett
Gitlitz Family and Friends
Sally Godard and Ron Olisar
Deborah Goldfried
Bernie Goldray
Leslie Gray and Hunter Moorman
Darcy and Robert Gregory
Siobhan Grogan
Barbara Groves
Josefina Hamilton
Doug and Joan Harmon*
Dora Hartnett*
David Haskin and Mary Michal
John and Patricia Hemann
Diane and William Hiatt
John Hixson and Janet Hobbs
Mark and Nancy Jacobs
Trintje Jansen
Patricia Johnson
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn
Judith Gosnell Kempe
Mary Jo Kirschman
Karen Kramer

Richard Krohn and Anne Walker
Francine LaPorte
Eleanor Lang
Laurie Lewis
Larry Loeb and Family
Bob Lundberg and Evelyne 
     Mosby-Lundberg
Theo Mace and Lorna Stone
John and Laura Marshall
Dr. Pedro Maawad
Carolyn and Peter Martin
Cecilia Martínez Leal
Peter McCallion
Bobbi Megard
Richard Michaels and Tracy 
     Roach
Allison Mitchell and Andrew 
     Upton
Ann and Heather Mitchell
Laurie Mokriski
Jan Moreno
Martha Moses
Susan and Thomas Mounkhall
Cait Murphy
Don Northey*
Edmundo Nuñez
Dra. Martha Ortega
Steven Page*
Bob Palmer
Susan Paloschi*
Rosy Pellarin
Sue Petersen
Ellen, Mackenzie and Taylor 
Phillips
Jaye and Walter Phillips
Mary and William Phillips
Ed Pomeroy
John Prescott and Judy Wise

Library sponsors
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Chris Bell and Toyan Copeland
Joanne Long
Irene Porges

Sponsors of 2019 new libraries

Sponsors at large

Special gifts

Michael Prince
Bill Pumphrey
Donna Radtke
Madeleine Raymond
Jane Robison
Gilda Roncari
Paula Rosen*
Ellen Roth
Michael Rouse
Imelda Schaefer
Ralph and Sally Sell
Bruce Shipman and Hans 
     Stukenbrok

Judy and Preston Smith
Mary Stecher
Marcia Stone
William Stone
Dr. Luciano Tenorio
Genevieve Tietjen
Carol Turkenik and Ron 
     Waterbury
Katharine Van Buskirk
Liduina Van Ness
Maxine Van Slyke
Mary Kay Vaughn
Lissa Waite

Marilyn Waterman
Francie Weeks
Lynda Wilde*
Gordon Wing and Janice Zeppa
Lenore and Michael Wolf

Sponsors at large previously sponsored a specific library, but have moved their annual donation to support 
LPP reading promotion projects.

We gratefully acknowledge and thank these donors for their exceptional contributions in 2019

Bob and Joan Anyon
Elizabeth Bell
Mike Bronn*
Kay Burch*

Kathryn Bertelli
Larry Ginzkey
John Burch and Carl Owens
Elisa and Robert Hufnagel

Maria Christina Franke
Alan Goodman and Kathy 
     Mazzetti*
Doug and Joan Harmon*

Intercultural Open University Foundation
Don Northey
John Tietjen

Elisa and Robert Hufnagel
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn*
Oaxaca Film Festival

Dr. Julie Boyles
Dora Hartnett
Hans and Linda Landig
Ian and Jo-Ann Lange

Supporters of Regional Coordinator activities
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Anonymous
Pam Bixter
Carol Blaydon and Tom Clear
Elizabeth Breedlove
Alan and Nancy Condit
Barbara Cooper
Marilyse I De Boissezon
Judy Doherty
Sheila du Toit
Susan Ellenbogen
Patricia Freedman
Judith Glosten-Getz and Sigmund 
Getz
Betty Griffith
Sondra Gunn
Heart Sangha

Deborah Jakubs
Jeanne Kes
Bob Klotz and Ruth Margolis
Legal Software Development
Timothy Matheson
Norm and Pat McLeod
Lenore McGarry
Eliza Migdal and Michael Popper
David and Diane Montangue
Anne Nash
Lynn O’Hare Berkson   
Wendy Robbins
Kristine Saunders
Seran Schug
Beth Snyder
Christopher Stewart

Patrick Sullivan
Carl and Ching-Wen Taylor
Sara Tracy
Cicely and Marcus Winter

In memory of Guillermina Brena
John Burch and Carl Owens

In memory of David Glenn
John Burch and Carl Owens

General fund donors

Dottie Bellinger and Pat Leone*
Doug and Joan Harmon
Ed Pomeroy
Genevieve Tietjen

Sponsors of Rutas Literarias

* Sponsors who have donated to other LPP projects.



Contacts

info@librosparapueblos.org

www.librosparapueblos.org

044 951 192 9600

Pino Suárez 519, Colonia Centro 
C.P. 68000, Oaxaca de Juárez. 
Oaxaca, México 

Follow us on in our facebook page, stay tuned!

Donations
Donations are tax-deductible in México, USA and Canada.
Donate online through Paypal on our Website, click HERE to donate.


