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We work with communities to build a love of reading
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About Oaxaca
The most cultural state of México.

Oaxaca is bordered by the states 
of Guerrero to the west, Puebla 
to the northwest, Veracruz to the 
north and Chiapas to the east. 

The State has 8 regions: 
Cañada, Costa, Istmo, Mixteca, 
Papaloapan, Sierra Norte, Sierra 
Sur, Valles Centrales and LPP 
works in six of them. 

The city of Oaxaca de Juárez 
is located in the Centro District 
in the Central Valleys region of 
the state. This city relies heavily 
on tourism, which is based on 
its large number of colonial-era 
structures as well as the native 
Zapotec and Mixtec cultures 
and archeological sites, such as 
Monte Albán. It is also the home 
of the cultural festival called the 
“Guelaguetza”, which features 
Oaxacan dance from the eight 
regions, music and a beauty 
pageant for indigenous women.

Location
Oaxacan state

The State of Oaxaca, located in Mexico ś southwest, has an 
extensive biological and cultural richness that has earned 
international recognition. Its capital city is officially called 
Oaxaca de Juárez in memory of the most famous president of 
Mexico, the only Mexican president with indigenous heritage.
With 3.5 million residents, Oaxaca is home to 33% of Mexico’s 
indigenous population. A third of Oaxacan residents still 
speak one of its fourteen languages and ninety dialects.
Oaxaca ranks as the second poorest state in Mexico with more 
than 75% of the population living in extreme poverty (just behind 
Chiapas) and lacking basic services such as healthcare, water, 
food and education. According to Human Development Index 
(HDI) in 2015, Mexico’s index was 0.76, but Oaxaca’s was 0.66, 
comparable to India, Palestine and some countries in Africa. 
It is in the midst of this complex picture that Libros Para 
Pueblos works with communities to establish and to support 
children’s libraries and reading rooms, to provide free books and 
technology, and to promote reading for pleasure and discovery.

Santo Domingo temple, Oaxaca de Juárez

Representation of the 
Guelaguetza festival
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Enid Lynn
Libros para Pueblos President

When I first became involved with Libros Para 
Pueblos in 2002, I could never have imagined where 
the partnerships we were creating with Oaxacan 
communities and schools would take us.

LPP ended 2016 with its most exciting 
accomplishments ever, due in great part to the team 
of dedicated volunteers and generous donors whose 
work has helped transform Libros Para Pueblos into 
a completely Oaxacan organization.

An  Asociación Civil (Civil Associacion)  led by a 
Board of Directors, two-thirds of which are Mexican 
citizens, LPP has also been awarded the designation 
of donatario autorizado, qualifying Mexican donors 
to receive tax deductions for their gifts. Since LPP is 
now able to apply for and receive funds from Mexican 
foundation and government sources, we are thrilled 
to report that the first grant was received this year.

We celebrate and honor LPP’s wonderful Oaxacan 
staff and ten Regional Coordinators who represent 
LPP throughout the State and have taken the 
organization to a new level of professionalism.
After many years associated with the Oaxaca 
Lending Library Foundation (OLLF), and to whom 
LPP will be eternally grateful, in 2016 Friends of 
Libros Para Pueblos, Inc. (FLLP) was established 
to accept donations solely on behalf of LPP and for 
which US citizens will receive tax deductions for 

their gifts. Doug Harmon, who has long served as 
treasurer of the OLLF, graciously agreed to serve as 
FLLP’s first President.
 
With 2017 came the launching of what I had never 
dreamed to imagine: a special campaign, together 
with the Oaxaca Lending Library, to give LPP a 
permanent home on the roof of the OLL where it all 
began as a committee back in 1998.
  
There are so many achievements to be celebrated 
after nearly twenty years, especially the life-
changing experiences enjoyed by the children and 
families in the communities of the LPP network.  We 
thank the countless volunteers and supporters who 
have made these dreams a reality by joining LPP on 
this incredible and rewarding journey.

Letter from the President
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José Luis Zarate
Libros para Pueblos Executive Director

Imagine having the chance to take in your hands a 
brand new book for the first time. That is a gift for 
the majority of children in faraway communities 
in Oaxaca, Mexico. That is possible, since 1998, 
thanks to the generosity of donors and volunteers 
who support LPP’s mission.
Last September I had the opportunity to join 
the LPP staff with the aim of contributing to 
the professionalization and expansion of the 
organization, as well as helping to deal with the legal 
and fiscal regulations that are very specific to non-
profit organizations in Mexico.
Through my more than 15 years of experience 
working in international development in Oaxaca 
and beyond, I have become a strong believer in the 
power of education as a tool for creating awareness 
and change. This is something I confirmed early in 
my career, thanks to an eight-year-old girl in a rural 
community in the Sierra Sur, Oaxaca. While her 
mother was attending a workshop, she and other 
children were put in another room. At the end of her 
mother’s workshop, the event coordinator explained 
that she had a surprise. Some of the children took 
the lead and explained to their mothers what they 
had been doing, and this particular little girl stood up 
and said: “We drew and wrote about the differences 
and similarities between boys and girls. And I’m 
so glad I did this. Because I thought that girls were 
worth less than boys before. But now I know we are 
the same.” This story reminds me that education, in 

its various forms, at all ages, can empower and help 
create equality, and I am inspired by the possibility of 
supporting Libros Para Pueblos’ educational work.
The LPP model is strong and flexible at the same 
time. We are always exploring new and innovative 
ways to promote reading, based on available 
resources. We are also working to make related 
technologies accessible, such as the internet and 
the use of tablets for e-books and educational videos 
and games.
In 2016, 75% of LPP’s expenses were devoted to 
the purchase of books and the funding its various 
support programs.  9% was devoted to overhead 
and 16% to administrative salaries.  Sponsorships 
of individual libraries ensured that each library 
received over 100 new books.  77% of sponsorship 
donations were used exclusively for book purchases 
and support programs. 
I would like to thank you for understanding the critical 
nature of the reality in these communities and for 
taking the time to reflect and make a commitment to 
help to address these challenging realities.

Sincerely,

Executive Director’s Message
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Since 1998 Libros Para Pueblos has worked to promote reading in the State of Oaxaca through the 
support of libraries and reading spaces for children and youth. 
Our program is very unique because, while there are other organizations in Oaxaca donating books 
or working in reading promotion, LPP is the only one that offers a long-term partnership with libraries 
located in the poorest areas of Oaxaca and includes important components, such as: tools for reading 
promotion, training, monitoring and evaluation, development of library administration skills, interchange 
of experiences, etc.

Our Vision

Libros para Pueblos

About us

Libros para Pueblos works in partnership with 
communities in Oaxaca, 
Mexico to establish libraries for children, to provide 
free access to books 
and technology, and to promote reading for 
pleasure and discovery.

Our Mission

“Lives inspired through 
reading”
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Library Locations
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Mixteca Sierra Norte

Cañada Istmo

Papaloapan Sierra Sur

Valles Centrales Costa

Libros para Pueblos is formed by

Regions where we work in Oaxaca State
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Community Libraries School Libraries

Municipal Libraries

For more specific information about Libros para Pueblos libraries, please click HERE   

Supported libraries in 201670
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Governance and Leadership

BOARD DIRECTORS 
Enid Lynn Rosenthal
Rafael Lumbreras
Bill Stone

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Treasurer 
Jacquelyn Scheinberg
Book Selection Advisor
Joe Wilkes
Program Advisor 
Don Northey
Member
Michael Bronn

VOLUNTEER STAFF 
Tour Coordinator 
Siobhan Grogan
La Costa Representative 
Tinka Raymond

STAFF 
Executive Director 
José Luis Zárate
Program Coordinator 
Marco Tulio Jiménez Arellanes

INTERNS 
Administrative Assistant
Daniela Cruz Cruz
Graphic Designer 
Silvia Reyes Gómez
Communication and social media
Andrea Gabriela Rendón Gutiérrez

REGIONAL COORDINATORS 
Mixtec Region 
Carmen Beatriz Sánchez Ramírez
Cristiam Omar Santos
Karina Orozco Garcia
Teresa de Jesús Hernández Ortíz
Central Valley Region 
José Eleazar López Castillejos
José Ramirez Mora
Liz Eny Bernal
Coastal Region 
Fredy Giovani Robles Rojas
Wenceslao Zarate García
South Sierra Region  
Yanina Vázquez Valdéz

Libros para Pueblos’ Regional Coordinators and Past-Executive Director
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Financial Report

Income

Sponsorships $ 1,038,336

Individual unrestricted 
donations

$ 523,534

Fundraising projects $ 62,590

Foundations $ 50,000

TOTAL $ 1,674,460 MXN

62.0%

31.3%

3.7% 3.0%

Expenses

Books $ 806,237

Program expenses $ 364,657

Administrative salaries $ 312,282

Operating expenses $ 138,946

Equipment $ 50,394

TOTAL $ 1,672,516 MXN

48.2%

21.8%

18.7%

8.3%
3%
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Our Impact

Library Program

What we do
We develop advocates for the joy and discovery of reading by 
providing free access to new appealing books for children and 
young people in rural and urban areas in the state of Oaxaca. 
All the libraries that we support have autonomy and make deci-
sions based on their own context (cultural, political, geographic, 
etc.), however also in accord with basic rules previously negotia-
ted and established in the agreement of collaboration with LPP.

Our achievements in 2016    
• We consolidated a network of 70 libraries. 
• Oaxacan communities benefitted by receiving close to 7,000 new 
books that were sorted by dozens of volunteers and distributed at the 
annual conference. 
• Over 10,000 children and young people now have free access to 
book collections (an average of 150 children served each week in vi-
llage libraries). 
• One annual conference was held, with the attendance of more that 
150 people.

What’s next? 
• Opening three new libraries.
• Establishing a more rigorous application process for new libraries.
• A base line study that will help us to measure the impact of the 
program.
• Obtain the CLUNI in order to apply for mexican government grants.
• Incorporate an Administrative Assistant to the LPP staff.
• A fundraising campaing to improve the office space at OLL.

“If we value the pursuit of knowl-
edge, we must be free to follow 
wherever that search may lead 
us. The free mind is not a barking 
dog, to be tethered on a ten-foot 
chain”. 

Adlai Stevenson

“If we encounter a man of rare 
intellect, we should ask him what 
books he reads”. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson

“There are many little ways to en-
large your child´s world. Love of 
books is the best of all”. 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis

About Reading
Benefits

Kid reading a book at San Martin Tilcajete 
library
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Technology Program

What we do
LPP works with libraries with very different levels of development. 
Over the years, some of them have reached a very unique level of so-
phistication, such as developing reading circles and reading contests, 
radio stations for the promotion of reading, reading clubs for children 
and adults, as well as reading as a tool to improve math and creative 
writing skills. In 2015 Libros Para Pueblos started a technology pro-
gram in order to provide free access to technology for research, rea-
ding and communication to expand children’s access to new content 
and new skills.

Our achievements in 2016    
• 45 tablets were introduced to nine Libros Para Pueblos sponsored 
libraries. 
• Each of the nine Regional Coordinators has access to a tablet and is 
the key to overseeing and expanding the project.

What’s next? 
• The addition of 53 new tablets to the program.

“Equality of opportunity in the 
digital age requires that all in-
dividuals, especially those living 
in rural and poor communities, 
have access to online informa-
tion along with the skills to use 
and interpret the information 
they find on the Internet. World-
wide, public libraries are uniquely 
positioned to provide this oppor-
tunity.”

Gates Foundation 

“Sharing is good, and with digital 
technology, sharing is easy” 

Richard Stallman

About Technology
Benefits

Children of Club Chaa lulu library using 
tablets
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Librarian Development Program

What we do
We provide training and support for librarians to promote reading in 
their communities through a personalized support program and prac-
tical workshops, providing them with confidence and tools to inspire 
children and youth in their communities. 
Additionally Libros Para Pueblos holds an annual conference for the 
exchange of experiences between the whole community of librarians, 
volunteers, municipal and school authorities, trainers and LPP staff. 
During the annual conference, LPP organizes workshops for the at-
tendants and presentations about the future of the program.

Our achievements in 2016    
•  140 Librarians and community members learned strategies to pro-
mote and inspire reading through four regional workshops. 
•  The 9 Regional Coordinators visited each library 3 times throughout 
the past year and provided one-and-one support and motivation to 
librarians. 

What’s next? 
•  Three regional workshops will be held for the librarians
•  An Annual Conference with the attendance of representatives of all 
libraries.

“Of all the things which man can 
do or make here below, by far the 
most momentous, wonderful, 
and worthy are the things we call 
books”. 

Thomas Carlyle 

“Once you learn to read, you will 
be forever free”. 

Frederick Douglass

About reading 
promoters
Let us inform you

Session at the Regional Workshop for the 
coast in Puerto Escondido
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Libros para Pueblos Tours
Because the best way to see how Libros Para 
Pueblos works is to see it at work. We conduct 
monthly tours that offers, sponsors, donors 
and general public the opportunity of a very 
unique face-to-face experience between gen-
eral public, donors and project participants.

These visits enable seven passengers at a time 
to visit pueblos, meet and chat with children, 
teachers and local government officials. These 
are opportunities to see parts of Oaxaca that few 
visitors see and also to observe the impact that 
access to books can make in children’s lives. 

Libros para Pueblos tour in San Sebastián Etla
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Testimonials

“Books are very important in the development of children. If we don t́ read 
books since childhood we will not learn the meaning of the words. If you read 
books, words are easier to remember and easier to learn how to write them.”

Briseida Eva Martínez, 8 years old.

“Some students do not have books in their homes, they just have access to the text 
books. But when they come to the library they see a variety of good books, they read 
them, touch them and get excited. I really like that”.

Rufina García Mendoza, Teacher.

“I like to read because thanks to the reading I have access to imaginary worlds, things 
I’ve never seen but which I can learn from.”

Edgar Juárez Martínez, 9 years old.

“A library is a huge world. Children here discover magical and fantastic worlds. Places 
where they can live, dream, share with others and get excited”

Zenaida Real Hernández, Member of education committee.

“Following are some of my emotions and experiences with the Libros Para Pueblos 
program through the years.
“Wow! Wow! Wow!” said the 10-year-old boy as he turned one page after another. He 
was talking to no one in particular. In fact, he didn’t even take his eyes off the story 
book filled with colorful pictures. He just kept muttering “Wow! Wow! Wow!” and flipping 
the pages.
I had joined a group of Libros Para Pueblos volunteers to a small, remote village about 
two hours from Oaxaca City to inaugurate a new children’s library. As is the custom, 
we piled dozens of books onto tables for the children to peruse. This gives them an 
idea of what they can check out and take home once the books are shelved. In festive 
Mexican fashion, the inauguration included music by the school band, a few speeches 
and songs by the children, and heaps of thanks from several village leaders.”

Geri Anderson, Sponsor and frequent LPP´s tour participant.
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Thanks

Thanks to the following organizations, institutions and individuals for their collaboration in 2016

•  Biblioteca Pública Central “Margarita Maza de Juárez” 
•  CANFRO 
•  Hotel Casa Colonial 
•  Oaxaca Film Festival 
•  Oaxaca Lending Library 
•  Oaxaca Lending Library Foundation 
•  Sandra Thomson 
•  Social Service interns 

Many thanks to the book distributors who support us through providing book discounts

Contributors
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We  thank  sponsors  for  their  multi-year  commitments  that sustain, expand and support LPP’s Oaxacan 
network of libraries.

•  Alan and Teri Gunderson
Alan Goodin
Alan Goodman and Kathy Mazzetti*
Alison Mitchell and Andrew Upton
Allan and Judith Sroufe
•  Barry and Jacquelyn Scheinberg
Barry and Karen Barkow
Bert Cornick and Helen Honse
Beverly Carlson
Bill and Dianne Hiatt
Bill Juby and Sandra Thomson
Bill Pumphrey
Bob and Joan Anyon
Bud Coombs
•  Cait Murphy
Carol Beron
Carol Brett
Carole Turkenik and Ron Waterbury
Carolyn and Peter Martin
Carolyn Corcoran
Cecilia Martínez Leal
Charles F. And Elizabeth E. Foster
Cheryl Cathcart
Christian Davis and Sara Snapp
Christina Danielle Allen
Claudia Leight
Clifford and Janice York
Cornelia Brown and Henry B. 
Warren
•  Darcy and Robert Gregory
Dave and Theresa Weir*
David and Ruth Draper
David Cramer and Ruth Crystal
David Kandel and Betsy Krieger
David L. Brown and Jane Covey

Deborah Baskin and Robert Larsen
Diana Stewart
Don Northey*
Donna Hanelin
Dorothy E. Brozek
Doug and Joan Harmon*
•  Ed and Penny Pomeroy
Edward De Avila
Elaine S. Garrett
Elisa and Robert Hufnagel*
Elizabeth Bell
Ellen Bernstein and Ron Manganiello
Ellen Phillips
Evelyn Mosby-Lundberg
•  Fidalgo Island Rotary
•  Gary Perrins
Geri Anderson*
Gilda Roncari
Gordon Wing and Janice Zeppa
Grace Peters
•  Hans and Linda Landig
Hazel M. Van Slyke
Helen F. Bronk
•  Ian M. and Jo Ann Lange
•  James Rosen
Jan Moreno
Jane Robison
Jane Shuttleworth
Janet and Michael Wheatcroft
Janet Stanley
Jaye and Walter Phillips  
Jeanne Diaz and Peter French
Jeffery S. Abrams
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn*
Joan Tanzer

Joanne M. Donovan
Joe Wilkes
John Alves
John and Laura Marshall*
John and Patricia Hemann
John Burch and Carl Owens*
John Harrison and Judith Wray
Jose Jarquin (Ejutecos Unidos)
Judith A. Vollmer
Judith Gosnell Kempe and Ken 
Kempe
Judith Kaufman and Steve Kemper
Julie and Steve Landau*
Jutta Schacknat
•  Karen Brennan
Karen M. Kramer
Karen Schembs
Karen Wuebbens*
Katherine and Van Perkins
Katherine Van Buskirk
Kathryn Bertelli*
Kay Burch*
•  Lance and Linda Lavine
Larry Loeb in memory of Teressa 
Loeb
Laura R. Brooks
Laurie Mokriski
Leslie Gray and Hunter Moorman                                     
Lindsay Johnson Group
Lynda Wilde*
Lynn Breedlove and Evelyn Mazack
•  M.F. and R.K. Clark
Mackenzie Phillips
Marilyn Waterman
Marsha Clark

Library sponsors 2016
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Donors 2016

* Indicates individuals who also donated money beyond their sponsorship.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THOSE SPONSORS WHO HAVE CONTINUED TO SUPPORT THEIR LIBRARIES BEYOND THEIR FIVE-YEAR 
PLEDGE. MUCHAS GRACIAS!!!

Martha Moses
Mary and Sarah Randall
Mary and William Phillips*
Mary Jo Kirschman and Steven Lu-
xenberg
Mary Kay Vaughan
Mary Stecher
Maureen De West
Michael and Lenore Wolf  
Michael Bronn
Michael Prince
Michael Rouse
Monica Calderon
•  Nanci Fox
Nancy  and Marc Jacobs
Nancy R. Sanders

•  OMEL – USA
•  Paul Cohen and Lila Downs
Paula Rosen
Peter Dollard and Merle Westbrook
•  Richard Dean
Richard Krohn and Ann Walker
Robert Adler and JoAnn Wexler
Robert and Roberta Megard*
Roger Grant and Linda Ruttenberg
Rosy Pellarin
•  Sally Godard and Ron Olisar
Sam Principi
Scott Shane and Francie Weeks
Sharon Callahan
Siobhan and Spencer Grogan
Steve and Vicki Seyler

Sue Peterson
Susan K. Schroen
Suzanne Giovannoni and Stan Sa-
les
•  Taylor Phillips
Terry Lynch 
Theodora Mace and Lorna Stone*                     
Toni and Santiago Casal
Trintje D. Jansen
•  Vicky Lilienthal                                         
Virginia Bartley
Virginia Darvill
•  Watkinson School
William Stone

Alan and Nancy Condit
Anthony Press
Chris O’Brian   
Cicely and Marcus Winter
Elisa Migdal and Michael Popper
Elizabeth Breedlove
Judith Glosten-Getz
Kathie McClesky
Lynn O’Hare 

Malread Nash
Mark Leyes
Marsha Hewitt
Nora Jacque
Pam Bixter
Sally Ann Noonan
Sara Tracy
Shelagh Armour-Godbolt
Wes Tietzen

In Memory of Gil Colgate:

Bernard Goldray 
Doug and Joan Harmon
Ed Davidson and Hal Miller  
Eliza Migdal and Michael Popper
Jerry Kelch and Enid Lynn 
John Burch and Carl Owens
Peter McCallion
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Providing support, training and inspiration to community librarians
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The work of LPP could not be accomplished without the support and 
contributions of all our sponsors and donors. We are grateful for all your 
support! 
We hope this 2016 Annual Report has helped you become more familiar 
with the valuable activities of Libros Para Pueblos. 

If you are wondering what are some further ways that you can support 
Libros Para Pueblos, explore these different possibilities:

• Pass this Annual Report on to your friends 
• Talk about your Libros Para Pueblos experiences to encourage your friends 
to become involved  
• Visit our new website for more information at www.librosparapueblos.org
• Visit Libros Para Pueblos supported libraries 
•Check the volunteer section in our website to see the volunteer opportunities 
that are available 
• Donate new or used digital cameras, tablets or board games for the libraries 
• Visit the library that you are supporting – bring a friend! 
• Join a Libros Para Pueblos sponsored tour which includes a visit to a library 
• Consider the “Planned Giving Program” as part of your estate planning 
• Make a donation for a specific activity/program 
• Sponsor a Library!

Contacts

Follow us on the social medias to 
stay tuned !

Donations

Donations are tax-deductible in México, USA 
and Canada.
Donate online through Paypal on our 
Website, click HERE to donate.

Libros para 
Pueblos
Useful information

A final word

info@librosparapueblos.org

www.librosparapueblos.org

044 951 192 9600

Pino Suárez 519, Colonia Centro 
C.P. 68000, Oaxaca de Juárez. 
Oaxaca, México


